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There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 

for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing 

out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 

these.   

But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are 

trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 

into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pains.   

But as for you, person of God, shun all this; pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.   

Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, 

to which you were called and for which you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses.   

In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of 

Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without 

spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed 

and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  It is he 

alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, 

whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and 

eternal dominion.  Amen.   

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them 

not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 

riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything 

for our enjoyment.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 

hold of the life that really is life.                        – 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

 

 You know people who are not parents, but insist on giving 

parenting advice. Men who are not fathers who say, “I don’t 

understand fathers who think it’s hard to talk to their kids about 

sex.  What could be easier?”   



Women who are not mothers who say, “Why can’t mothers 

keep their children in line?  If you just tell them the rules, they’ll 

follow them.”   

Senior citizens who never had or talked to children who say, 

“This younger generation is so materialistic.  They want more and 

more and know less and less about doing without.  I blame the 

parents.” 

 As far as we can tell, Saint Paul never had children.  In this 

letter to Timothy—whom he calls his child in the faith— Paul 

writes like he imagines that he is a wise father teaching his son 

who is hanging on every word.  He tells Timothy to be unselfish 

and generous and he thinks it is that simple.   

Paul writes: “Timothy, listen carefully.  Being a genuine 

Christian makes you a rich person, but it’s the rich simplicity of 

being yourself.  We enter the world penniless and we’ll leave 

penniless.  If we have bread on the table and shoes on our feet, 

that’s enough.  Because if it’s money we’re after, we’ll self-

destruct.  Wanting more leads to nothing but trouble.  Run for 

your life from greed.  Instead, pursue wonder and love.  For God’s 

sake, for Christ’s sake, for your sake, don’t give in to self-

centeredness.  Rich people can be so full of themselves.  You need 

to be rich in God’s eyes.  Be rich in helping others.  Be generous.  

That’s the good life.” 

Paul is right, of course, but it is not that simple.  We know 

this.  We know we brought nothing into the world and cannot take 

anything out of it.  We know that food, clothing and shelter ought 

to be enough.  We know the root of just about everything wicked 

is the desire for money.  

If we were the parents of children who would listen, we 

could give the same speech.  “My loving sons and daughters, who 

always listen to me so attentively, here’s something to listen to 

carefully.  Wanting to be wealthy leads to so much trouble.  Skip 

the rat race.  Be honest and compassionate.  Be rich in the things 

that matter.”   

It is true, but it is still not that simple.  We may come into the 

world with nothing, but it is not long before we start enjoying all 



kinds of things.  Food, shelter, and clothing might be enough, but 

we also would enjoy a nice porterhouse steak, a bigger place to 

live, and a new pair of comfortable dress shoes.   

Most of us do not enjoy not having money.  When we were 

first married Carol and I were seminary students.  We worked at 

an inner city church where Carol was the youth minister and I was 

the associate pastor.  Our salaries were $100 a month.  Carol took 

care of an unruly nine-year-old after school.  She also worked for 

a religious paper and a hypnotist.   

I was a teacher’s assistant at a theoretically college-level 

Bible school and a night watchman at a nursing home.  All those 

less than minimum wage jobs and we still did not have any 

money.  We did not go to the movies.  We did not go out to eat.   

When I wanted to read the paper I went to the library.  It may 

sound romantic, but it was not. 

The problem was not that we were in any danger of going 

hungry or not being able to pay the rent. The problem was that our 

culture makes people without money feel like losers.   

Then as now I was not nearly as mature as Carol, so not 

having money in my pocket made me feel like a failure.  Why 

couldn’t I have the sports section delivered to my door like the 

rich folks?  Why did I have to wait until Ghostbusters was on 

television?  Why couldn’t we eat at restaurants with metal 

utensils?   

 Bill Gates says that most rich people are not happy.  That is 

easy for him to say.  When we do not have as much money as the 

person next to us we feel put down.  We are taught in so many 

ways that our worth is measured by our net worth.  

Advertisements suggest that what we have indicates how 

important we are.  It should not surprise us that almost everyone 

believes it. We go along with it whenever we want more.  The 

new things become old quickly, so we need new new things to 

replace them.   

One of my problems is that I love the smell of a new book.   



When I go to Barnes and Noble I want everything.  Every once in 

a while an eight-year-old will look at the bookshelves in my office 

and ask, “Have you read all of those books?”   

I want to say, “Of course not.  I bought all of these books.”  

 We surf Amazon.com looking for something that looks like 

us.  People with lots of money are tempted to buy big things they 

do not need.  People with a little money are tempted to buy small 

things they do not need.   

Buying things makes us feel new, as though we are different 

because we own something different.  Most of us could easily go a 

year without any new clothes, but it is doubtful many of us are 

going to do that. 

 Statistics indicate that the more we have the less we want to 

share.  Most studies suggest that poor people are more generous 

than wealthy people.  The numbers are inconsistent, but in 

general, lower income households seem to give away about 3% of 

their income.  While high income households give away only 

1.5%.   

 A University of California study found that four-year-olds 

from less well-off families were more generous than the rich 

counterparts.  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-

news/11648779/Poor-children-more-generous-than-their-rich-

counterparts-study-finds.html 

If what we spend tells us what we really believe, then most 

of us do not believe in many noble things.  Our expenditures 

suggest that we think that we are the most important people in the 

world.  Almost everyone spends more on themselves than on 

anything else.  Greed gets to us all.   

Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for Humanity, asked an 

audience of seminary students, “Is it possible to own a home that’s 

sinfully large?”   

The crowd answered loudly, “Yes.”  

Fuller asked, “When is a house too large?”   

There was a long silence until at last an honest soul said,  

“When it’s bigger than mine.” 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/11648779/Poor-children-more-generous-than-their-rich-counterparts-study-finds.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/11648779/Poor-children-more-generous-than-their-rich-counterparts-study-finds.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/11648779/Poor-children-more-generous-than-their-rich-counterparts-study-finds.html


 We just want a little more.  Maybe we yearn for the things 

money will buy because we are trying to buy happiness, even 

though we know it does not work.  We try not to think about what 

God thinks about the things we buy.  We might wish it was not so, 

but the way we spend our money makes a difference in the way 

we love God.  When we waste our money and do not share, we 

feel like children who have told a lie around our parents.  When 

we are greedy we do not feel comfortable praying.   When we are 

after money, we resent God for interfering with what we are after.   

 That is why Jesus said it is harder for a rich person to enter 

the kingdom of heaven than for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle.  It is not a verse we have our children memorize.  Jesus 

sounds harsh:  “You cannot serve two masters.  You can’t be a 

citizen of the Kingdom if you’re after selfish things.”  

 G.K. Chesterton agrees with Jesus and Paul about the 

connection between material luxury and spiritual lostness when 

Chesterton writes:  “The whole case for Christianity is that a 

person who is dependent upon the luxuries of life is a corrupt 

person, spiritually corrupt, politically corrupt, and financially 

corrupt.  There is one thing that Christ and all the Christian saints 

have said with a sort of savage monotony.  They have said simply 

that to be rich is to be in peculiar danger of moral wreck.” 

 Most of us know we ought to share more of what we have.   

Leonard Cohen sang, “Everybody knows the fight was fixed, the 

poor stay poor, the rich get rich.”   

We know it is not right that a billion people live on less than 

a dollar a day. www.unmillenniumproject.org/resources/fastfacts 

e.html  

It is not right that the world’s eight richest people have the 

same wealth as the poorest 50%. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2017/jan/16/worlds-eight-richest-people-have-same-

wealth-as-poorest-50 

It is not right that 3.1 million children die each year due to 

poverty   http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22935692 or that in 

New York there are over 60,000 homeless men, women and 

http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/resources/fastfacts_e.html
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/resources/fastfacts_e.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jan/16/worlds-eight-richest-people-have-same-wealth-as-poorest-50
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jan/16/worlds-eight-richest-people-have-same-wealth-as-poorest-50
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jan/16/worlds-eight-richest-people-have-same-wealth-as-poorest-50
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22935692


children. www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/basic-facts-about-

homelessness-new-york-city/ 

If every Christian gave ten percent of their income, world 

poverty could be obliterated, but we do not.  We may not be 

guilty, but we are responsible for what we have. 

 We do not have to do what is expected.  We do not have to 

take a high paying job doing nothing that God will appreciate.   

We do not have to be passionate about empty things.  We do not 

have to believe that appearances matter.   

 Money is a tool we should control.  That means that we buy 

what we need and share the rest with children of God who need it 

more than we do.  That means that sometimes I should look at 

what is on my bookshelves instead of going to Barnes and Noble.  

That means we say no to unnecessary expenditures, so that we can 

say yes to what is important. 

 The Bible repeatedly says that our money belongs to God.   

We are supposed to be dishing it out fairly and with love for 

others.  We do not have to spend the way our culture tells us to.   

We do not have to want more just because everyone else wants 

more.   

Robert Louis Stevenson said, “To know what you prefer, 

instead of humbling saying Amen to what the world tells you you 

ought to prefer, is to keep your soul alive.” 

 Stewardship Sunday at Plymouth is an invitation to keep 

your soul alive.  Every time that we think about sharing what we 

have, we are saying that the way to overcome the voices that tell 

us to want more is to give more.  By sharing what we have we 

may learn that we have enough.   

 We need to ask, “What can I do within the actual 

circumstances and obligations of my life, to cut any creeping 

enslavement to money or possessions?  What will make me free?” 

 The Bible tells the story of people in the first Christian 

congregation who give their money to the church and then decide 

together how best to make a difference for God.  That is what we 

are doing at Plymouth.  We gather our resources and decide how 

best to share them.   

http://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/basic-facts-about-homelessness-new-york-city/
http://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/basic-facts-about-homelessness-new-york-city/


 We find that we can focus on worshipping God better when 

we turn on the lights and heat.  We keep the water running.  We 

try to keep the plaster from falling on the organ.  These gestures 

are easily misunderstood as mere building maintenance, but we 

give to support our shared life together so that we will grow in our 

understanding of what matters.  

This week we will open our doors in the evenings, burn the 

lights late for the youth group, council meeting, AA meetings, DA 

meeting, a racial justice conversation, and choir rehearsal.   

We pay ministers to talk about the scripture—even the parts 

about money.  We give so that we can worship God together, pray 

together, and live out our faith together.   

We invest in God’s hopes.  Our goal is to give as God calls 

us to give so that together we can do what God calls us to do and 

be who God wants us to be.  

 Most of us do not need to take a vow of poverty, but we do 

need to live generously.  We need to be open to God’s gifts and 

open to the needs of others—for whose sake the gifts are given to 

us. 

 Saint Paul thought it was simple.  Fight the good fight.  Live 

generously.  Share what we have been given. 
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