
 
 
UNDERGROUND THRIFT STORE ANNUAL REPORT – 2018-19 

 

 
 

Super-volunteer Jola Podgorski adding items to the racks during an Insider Friday sort and sales 

day. 



 
 

 
 

 

Jewelry has been one of the hot donation items and sellers for 2019 



 
 

 
 

 

Spring colors started blooming in the Underground Thrift on March 3rd! 

  



 
 
2018-19 Highlights:  
 

 We’re now the only thrift store in the Brooklyn Heights neighborhood  

 International tourists are finding us online and they’re coming in groups.   

 We’re swimming in donations (possibly due to popularity of Marie Kondo’s Tidying Up 

show), but thankfully, we welcomed three new sorting volunteers on Fridays.  And a few 

volunteers have begun coming on other weekdays to help us keep up with sorting. 

 We opened the store for four special pop ups from September – April 2019 – the Human 

Trafficking and the Hymn Society conferences, Open House New York and Weird 

Saturday (day before Easter).   

 Our total sales have been record breaking again this year.  Through April 30th, our gross 

sales were $18,400, already exceeding total sales for six of our nine years in business.  

We had our second most profitable stuff a sack sale since our grand opening earning 

$1150 for the two week sale.   It’s quite possible our total sales will exceed those of our 

grand opening year! 

 A Sunday afternoon working in the Underground could be the fastest 3-1/2 hours you 

ever spend.   A constant stream of customers keeps you incredibly busy with never a dull 

moment.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to engage with and serve our regular customers 

(and we have plenty) as well as the many tourists passing through our city.  

 The Underground’s spring reopening was featured on Channel 12 news and offered a 

wonderful opportunity to promote the store’s mission and the church’s history. 

 We now sell items from Plymouth’s history ministry to those who take tours of the 

church and “Exit Through the Thrift Shop”. 

 After our winter Stuff a Sack clearance sale in late February, a group of women from 

RESTORE took numerous bags of free clothing, a thrift store volunteer collected bags of 

men’s clothing for the men of Church of Gethsemane, and suitable work clothing was 

collected and taken to the Hope Program. 

 Enthusiasm among our volunteers is at a high, and the dedication and fellowship of our 

volunteers is amazing and inspiring. 

 

  

2019-20 Goals 

 

 Recruit more Sunday volunteers 

 Determine more opportunities for special pop up sales around local events and open the 

store for them. 

 Identify more ministries that have clients who would benefit from our free clothing at the 

end of each season. 

 Set up the Instagram account  


