RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY READING LIST

The Racial Justice Ministry is seeking to create safe opportunities at Plymouth to talk about race, racism, discrimination and
oppression. These are urgent issues in our local community and our national life, as well as our Christian faith. We are seeking to
confront them in a spirit of love and honesty, and with open minds and hearts.

This reading list is the first step. We are seeking to educate ourselves about the long history of racial injustice in the United States,
and we hope to learn how others (of different races and religions) have approached the challenge of ending it. We encourage you
to engage as deeply and broadly as possible with these resources, then join us in discussion and action. We hope you’ll join us in

this important Christian work

Enslavement of Black
Americans from the Civil
War to World War Il

Title Pages |Author “Staff” Review
Trouble the Water 201 |Michael-Ray |Trouble the Water is a thoughtful guide for churches who are dedicated to the
Mathews, work of racial justice and healing in public life. Such work requires a deep,
Marie Clare  |wide imagination with theological and ethical roots. These essays, tools,
Onwubuariri, [stories, and questions for reflection stretch the Church’s imagination about
& Cody how to be relevant and responsive to the wound-inflicting racism that
Sanders surrounds us all. CY
Dear White Christians 272 Jennifer What does it look like for Christians to be committed to Racial Justice?
Harvey Jennifer Harvey takes a challenging look at the history of white Christians’
participation in this work, and the very concept of racial reconciliation.
Harvey’s paradigm for reparations over reconciliation “insists we must
understand race in ways that center around history, the degree to which racial
identities emerge from that history, and the structural dimensions of our
relationships across lines of difference”. This book is challenging on many
levels, but worth it - even if you only get partway through! RY
The New Jim Crow: Mass 336  [Michelle Beautifully written and readable, eye-opening and important, this book
Incarceration in the Age of Alexander changed my views. After tracing race relations through slavery,
Colorblindness Reconstruction, and the segregation laws of the ‘Jim Crow’ era, Alexander
shows how the mass incarceration of the War on Drugs continues to leave
millions of black men in a permanent state of social and economic exclusion.
Grossly unequal enforcement of laws, courts that have closed off avenues for
redress, and continuing penalties after release combine to disenfranchise a
substantial por-tion of urban blacks. It’s a reality Christians can’t afford to
ignore. WR
The Color o.f Law: A 368 R|chard. Through meticulous research and human stories, Rothstein shows the
Forgotten History of How Rothstein surprising extent to which residential racial segregation resulted not from
Our Government. private decisions by private individuals, but from explicit government policies
Segregated America at city, state and federal levels. This is critical though forgotten history that
demands response. WR
Slavery by Another 496 |Douglas Douglas Blackmon is white and the Atlanta Bureau Chief of the Wall Street
Name: The Re- Blackmon

Journal. He goes for walks in the surrounding hills and his curiosity leads him
from one discovery to another. He follows the life of Green Cottonham, a black
youth born in the 1880s, and incidentally redefines the meaning of slavery and
its sweep and duration into the 1930s. CH




Ten Hills Fa.rm: The 344 |C.S. Manegold We think of slavery as a Southern phenomenon, but Manegold recounts its

Forgotten History of - . , . . .

Slavery in the North beginnings in the 1630’s ampng our Pu.rltan forebears in colonial New '
England. The book follows five generations of slave owners on a farm outside
Boston, first of whom was John Winthrop, governor of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, and famed for envisioning a “City on a Hill.” WR

Between the World and 176  |Ta-Nebhisi Coates writes a letter to his 15 year-old son about race and racism in our

Me Coates country. It is by turns discouraging and hopeful, but always excruciatingly
candid about the experience of being black in America. In plain terms he
describes the concept of structural and institutional racism, rooted in his lived
experience. Coates is a national correspondent for The Atlantic and received
the George Polk Award for his Atlantic cover story “The Case for Reparations.”
RY

V\.Ihy Ar(.e All the Bla(.:k 358  |Beverly Daniel Tatum is a psychologist, scholar and president emerita of Spelman College. In

Kids Sitting Together in Tatum highly readable language, she describes the development of racial identity

the Cafeteria? and Other that, along with awareness of racism, often creates a need for immersion in

Conversations About Race one’s own culture. Though frank about realities, she is empathetic and
encouraging to readers who seek racial awareness and justice. WR

Waking Up White and 273 |Debby Irving One critic wrote: “A wake-up call for white people who want to consciously

Finding Myself in the Story contribute to racial justice rather than unconsciously perpetuate patterns of

of Race racism. With honesty and humility, Irving shares her own story of learning
about the realities of racism and the unintended impacts of white privilege.”
Engaging and authentic, the author includes discussion questions at the end of
each chapter. WR

A More Beautiful and| 211 |Jeanne _ o

. . . This book challenges the myths of the civil rights movement. Rosa Parks was a

Terrible History: The Uses Theoharis . L ) . . .
. o lifelong activist, not an accidental heroine. Rev. Martin Luther King challenged
ar.1d Misuses of Civil Rights not just the Southern sheriffs but also the Northern liberals. It reveals the
History diversity of individuals who led the movement, especially women and youth,
the role of the media in maintaining injustice, the barriers and repression the
activists faced, and the long history of injustice and struggle before the
Montgomery bus boycott. It is easy to forget that the majority of Americans
opposed the struggle while it was going on. MLW

White Fragility: Why It’s 169  |Robin Robin DiAngelo distills lessons from years as an anti-racism educator in this

So Hard for White People DiAngelo book. Rejecting the "Good-Bad" dichotomy that finds racism exclusively as a

to Talk About Racism set of acts perpetrated by "bad people", DiAngelo unpacks the ways that
white people respond to challenges to their privilege with anger, fear, guilt,
argumentation, and silence. She urges her white readers to reject our own
fragility as the only way that we can engage more constructively in
dismantling systemic racism. EH

Despite the Best 248 |Amanda Lewis

Intentions: How Racial
Inequality Thrives in Good
Schools

& John
Diamond

The authors are researchers, hired to determine why a well-resourced school
in a progressive community continued to experience racial achievement gaps.
They find that mundane day-to-day actions and unconscious racial beliefs -
rather than overt policies - result in disparities. Among the strongest factors
are disciplinary patterns, tracking placements, and the role of white parents.
A 'must read' for those interested in schools. WR




V\{hlte -Kl-dS: G.rowmg 'Up 261 Margaret Hagerman zeroes in on affluent white kids to observe how they make sense of
with Privilege in a Racially Hagerman . . o L
L. . privilege, unequal educational opportunities, and police violence. In

Divided America fascinating detail, she considers the role that they and their families play in the
reproduction of racism and racial inequality in America. WR

The Color of 256 |lemarTisby |A story-driven survey of American Christianity’s racial past, telling a history we

Compromise: Truth either ignore or just don't know. it details how the American church - up to

About the American the present day - has helped create and maintain racist ideas and practices.

Church's Complicity in Tisby proposes concrete solutions for improved race relations and a racially

Racism inclusive church. WR

We Were Eight Years in 400 |Ta-Nehisi In a series of eight essays first published in The Atlantic, Coates discusses a

Power Coates contemporary racism, racial justice, reparations, black celebrity and more in the
context of the Obama Presidency. TB

Caste: The Origins of our 496 |lsabelle Wilkerson explains the overlapping of caste and race as distinct terms to

Discontents Wilkerson describe the exploitation and oppression of both indigenous peoples and of
blacks in America. It is a marvelous history lesson as well as a personal
testament to the extent of contemporary racism. TB

The Fire Next Time 125 [James Baldwin|Baldwin was one of the great essayists of the 20th Century. This is a very

personal book chronicling Baldwin’s early life in Harlem, examining the
consequences of racial injustice and exhorting us to attack the horrible legacy of
slavery. Published in 1963 it was a strong voice for the civil rights movement.
TB




